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Children like tender oſiers take the bow” 
* And as they firſt are faſhioned ſtill will grow.” 


TUakeſteld ; 
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. er ent methods of training up children, the author begs 
n much freſh information by peruſing the following 
© aldreſſed to plain induſtrious people in general, molt of 


E- Whom have little leiſure and leſs inclination to read vo⸗ ; 
luminous works. I have endeavoured to enforce common 
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* the reader is acquainted with the various treatiſes 


which have been publiſhed, in this nation upon the has 
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gave to apprize him that he is not to expect to meet 


diſcourſe. It was delivered | originally, and 1s now humbly | 


and uſeful truths in the plaineſt language, with the view | 
of ſtimulating parents of the above deſcription to inſtrutt 


their children in the principles of Merit, n and 
the Huties of Social Life. 
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PROVERBS XXII. 6. 


Train up a child in the way wheran he ſhould go, and 
when he 15 old, he will not depart ft om it. 
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Ir is well known, that of late years GOD 
has raiſed up many ulefu] cba who have laboured, | 
by every polſible mean to bring about a reform in the. - 3 
morals of our country; and for my own part, the more 4. Po 
Know of it, the more Lam convinced of the ne ceſſity of ku 
I needy and eſfectual one as the only probable meaff of de- 7 
Ivering us from the impending judgments of God. Can 
any man lerioully contemp'ate the prev an of Sabbath 
breaking, lying, adultery, fornication, and diſchedience'to 7 
parents, ſo notorious in our day, and not tremble for the 
conſeque ces? Can any of you, my brethren, ſuppoſe. 
with the daring Infidel that the Almighty takes no notice 


fo of the actions of men? Becauſe he 1 is long- {uſlerings nut... 4 
4 Wiling that any ſhould periin, will he ry vindicatgghWe 
| jured rights, or ſupport t his be government? Bs. 
1 48s moment the land mourncih becauſe of fin, andthe” 
ll. Lord has a controveriy wich his pe. nia „ Sha" ® not 


kickt for theſe things, faith the Lord; and ſell not. my 
ou] be avenged on ſuch a nation as this“ ?.“ « Bat 4 
'ccaule ſentence againſt an evil work is not executed 
peedily, therefore the heart of the ſons of men is Tully! 
et in them to do evil.“ Surely none of you, my: bearers,,, 1 
at have pride and vanity enough to Tſuppole, vou can 1 
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conquer the Deity; if you have, thunder with a vol 
like his; ſummon the hoſts of hell to your aſſiſtance, de 


* 


throne him, and ſee if you and your aſſociates can rule He ip? 
univerſe with more juſtice, wiſdom, or clemency than hW i: i 
does: But alas! your wiſdom is 1gnorance, your ſtrengths! i! 
is weakneſs, and all your efforts will be ineffectual. IH tom! 
ſhould ſeem to be ſevere this evening, it is not becauſe Wi g10 
love ſeverity, but becauſe I am bound by my office at thQM bat 7 
peril of my ſoul, to deliver the truth : Could I perſuade Deiſts 
myſelf that my hearers were all acquainted with cheif re le 
duty to their children, and zealous in performing it, ! rounc 
ſhould decline treating upon this difficult and very im. ſong's 
portant ſubject, from a conſciouſneſs vt my own inability; Infid 
but as this is not the caſe, I beg they will conſider my evil ! 
faithfulueſs as a token of my love to them. The religious iflie 
education of children is a matter of the utinoſt conſequence mini 
to ſociety; for notwithſtanding the ſucceſs of the miniſtersiſ| «the 
of the goſpel in converting ſinners from the error of their ey 
ways, a freſh torrent of ungodlineſs is ſtill poured into the and 
world thro' a moſt criminal neglett of this part of chriſtian ct] 
duty. Bad children, ſervants, and apprentices ; bad hul- late! 
bands, wives, and parents ; bad maſters, neighbours, and il I 
bad ſubjects, ſpring up in wild abundance in this unculti lou 
vated garden of nature. And I think we may ſafely fay, BW ** 
(notwithſlanding the acknowledged depravity of human I we 
nature) that a very large ſhare of the ignorance and wick- Wl 
ednels of ſociety is owing to the want of a retigious iſ de 


education. In travelling more than ten thouſand miles 
in his majeſty's dominions as a preacher of the goſpel, ! 
have had extenſive opportunities of forming my opinion, 


and have every reaſon to believe, that thouſands would 
have been uſeful members of the community, who are 
now its burthens and diſgrace, had they been trained uy 


in the way wherein they ſhould go, but if ignorance, | tl 
prejudice, ſuperſtition, and wickedneſs are {uffered w 
reign undo lied, we cannot reaſonably expett to ſee 1 Wil © 
retorinaticyn. the politer circles, no pains or expence a 


ar 
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re ſpared to render youth accompliſhed ; but the greateſt 
for dome of their tutors. and parents ſeem to polſels is, 
ell they ſhould be religious; and ſo far are their minds 
from being impreſſed with a conviction that they are born 
to glority God with their bodies and ſouls which are his, 
that many of them are little better than accompliſhed 
Deiſts. Among the lower orders of people, if children 
we left to follow their own evil propenſities, being ſur- 


rounded in factories with blaſphemy, lewdneſs, and wicked 


ſongs, we can expect nothing better than a race of av 
Infidels. It is impoſſible to ſay how far ſuch an alarming 


evil might extend, or what awful JOY God might 


infift upon us as a nation for ſuffering it, or upon his 
miniſters for not ſounding the trumpet of alarm. On the 
aber ſide, if we train up our children in the way wherein 
tney ſhould go, it will not only add to their own preſent 
and eternal felicity, but even their children and their 
children's children may reap the advantage of it to the 
lateſt poſterity. Hear what the Lord ſays on this fubject, 


„e ſhall lay up my words in your heart and in your 


ſoul; and bind them for a ſign upon your hand, that they 
may be as frontlets between your eyes; and ye ſhall teach 
mem your children, ſpeaking of them, when thou fitteſt 
n thy houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the way; when 
thou lieſt down and when thou riſeſt up. And thou ſhalt 
write them upon the doorpoſts of thy houſe and upon thy 
gates; that thy days may be multiplied and the days of thy 
children,“ [Deut. 11. 18, 19, 20.] We who are p4- 
rents, have never 
duty, or the neceſſity there is for training up our children 
algat, If it is true to do this, we ſhall ſtand in need of 


| that wiſdom which is pure, peaceable, gentle, eaſy to. be 


entrcated, full of mercy and good truits, without, partiality 


and without hypocriſy, and if we poſſeſs this, we ſhall not 
govern our own ſpirits, (which is abſolutely... 
„ but alſo to diſcern the firſt ſymptoms of error 

lion in our children, as well as the firſt marks of 


only be able to 
neceſlary 


and rebel 


real 


perhaps thoroughly conſidered, ous 
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to fin againſt him, and die in an impenitent ſtate, The 


hearts, nor an action performed by them, which he doe 


. tranſgrefling the divine command in eating of the fo 
bidden tree, he brought afflictions, trouble, and death int 


6 


real contrition when they are humbled for their crime 
Thus allo ſhall we chearfully endeavour to help the 
underſtanding, as the bud of reafon unfolds itſeif, ard“ 
imitate the ſkiltul gardener who props the tender tree 
and laps off the exuberant branches. 


Delightful taſk! To rear the tender thought 
To teach the young Idea how to ſhoot ; 

To pour the fieſh Inſtruction o'er the mind 
To breathe th' enlivening ſpirit, and to fix 
The generous purpoſe in the glowing breaſt, 


Trnowrsoy 


In the further proſecution of this ſubje&, J ſhall, firl 
point out the proper method of training up children, an 
then ſhew you the advantages ot it. 

1. It is our indiſpenſable duty to inform our childret 
that there is a God who is holy, juſt, and good, and hi 
will reward thofe who know, love, fear, and ſerve him, a 
well as puniſh with everlaſting miſery thofe who continut 


there 1s not a word in their mouths, nor a thought inthe 


not know altogether ; that it thcy climb up to heaven, ht 
is there; if they make their bed in hell, he is there allo 
or if they could fly to the uttcrmoſt parts of the cart 
there his right hand would hold them. We ſhould teacl 
them that the old and new teſlament are the revealed wil 
of God. That man was originally created pure, that by 


the world, and that original and actual fin is the cauſe d 
all our woe. Likewiſe that God ſo loved the world, tha 
he gave his only begotten Son to ſuffer death, in order 0 
make an atonement for fin ; and that whoſoever repent 
and believes in him ſhall be pardoned and ſaved from. fi 
here, and everlaſting damnation hereafter. That the ev1ls 
which are forbidden in his word ſhould be ſtudiouſly and 
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conſtantly avoided, that the duties therein enjoined ſhould 
be punctually performed, and that the promiſes there 
made ſhould be firmly believed. We ſhould firive alſo 


to impreſs their minds with the fear of God, which the 
ſcriptures inform us is the i of wiſdom. , I do 


not mean that we ſhould impreſs a ſuperſtitious gloomi- 
nels upon their minds; we thould carefully guard againſt 
that evil by, informing them that God 18.a happy being; 
that angels and diſcembogzed ſpirits in heaven are happy, 
and that fo far as they refemble them they will be happy 
alſo; that the way to be happy is to be made like 
God, and to be conformable to him in all things. We 


| ſhould inform them that if they are unhappy it is {in that 
makes them ſo; that God delights in their felicity, and 


has invited little children to come to him, declaring that 
of ſuch is the kingdom of heaven. We ſhouid teach 


them that wicked people and devils* are miſerable, and 


that the more they reſemble them the more miſerable they 
will be; and that although God delights in the felicity of 


his creatures, and has given incontrovertible proofs of bis 


love, he will not force them againſt their will to be fo, 
and if they do not improve his grace, it will be juſt in 


| lim, and he is every way adequate to deſtroy them body 


and fon] in hell for ever. 

2. We ſhould train up our children in the principles 
of juſtice. All human creatures by nature are partial to 
themſelves, and have more regard to their own intereſt or 
plealure, than ſtrict juſtice allows. If we fußſet gur 
children to ac unjuſtly to each other, even in theſmalleſt 
matters, we encourage a principle which may in time lead 
them to rob us and others, and in the end bring them to 


the gallows—+ Thou ſhalt not ſteal' refers to little things 
as well as great ones, and the command itſelf convinces 

me that he who knows the heart knows that this evil 

Principle is engratted in fallen nature; and do not the 


various kinds of puniſhments which our courts of Juſtice 


are conttantly inflifting on delinquents for their crimes, 
evidence 
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evidence that this baſe evil has the aſcendancy over 3 5 
great part of mankind. Juſtice is that eſſential perfection 15 
in God, whereby he is infinitely righteous, both in his hs 
nature and in all his proceedings with his creatures. 35 
Juſtice and Judgment are the habitation of his throne, [ 5 
lay it again, we ſhould teach our children the principles a wh 
of juſtice. There are few perſons, however. vicious, who OY 

have not a perfect notion of juſtice when relative to them. i 41 
ſelves. The robber on the highway when he ſhares his hs 
boety with the partners of his villainy, knows exattly : 4 
what his juſt demand is; but to have a perfect notion of wn 

juſtice will not do, to ſpeak well upon it will not do, we 1 


muſt inſtil this principle, through the influence of God's 
holy ſpirit, into the hearts of our children both by pre- 


nd 7 


cept and example, and teach them to do unto others as _ 
they would have others do unto them. That which is we 
altogether juſt ſhalt thou follow, that thou mayelt live, 17 
and inherit the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee,” 1 
[Deut. 16. 20.] | 3 
3. We ſhould train up our children to ſpeak the truth 0 ˖ 
upon all occaſions. It is very common for children when gert 
they are guilty of a crime, and are charged with it, to tell abo 
lies with an intention to cover it; and I would to God it che 
was not ſo with numbers who are now men and women! a 


But we ſhould be very careful to know whether out 900 
children act or ſpeak wrong from ignorance, or from the ſhe 
influence of others, or from a motive really wicked in Ml do 
itſelf; and we ſhould reprove, adviſe, or correct, as the 


ca 
occaſion may require. We ſhould firſt inform them that v. 
by telling lies, they hurt themſelves; for it they are known ha 
to be liars, no one will believe them even when they SM 
ſpeak the truth. Secondly, that they are injurious to 1 
ſociety in general, and if ail perſons were liars like them, 7 
no man could be truſted. Thirdly, that God abhors de- 0 
ceit and wrong; that Ananias and Sapphira were ſtruck { 
dead with a lie upon their tongues, and that all hars {halt : 
have their part in the lake which burns with fire and 


brimſtone. | Rev, 21. 8. 45 
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4. If we would wiſh our children to ſubmit to us in 
te Lord, we muſt teach them the principles of obedi- 
nce, Honour thy father and thy mother, is a command 
elt upon record for all generations. The duty of children 
o their parents is inculcated in the ſcriptures in the 
ſtrongeſt language. The above precept requires not 
only that children ſhould ſhew parents reſpect and defer- 
ence, but likewiſe that they ſhould aſſiſt and relieve them, 
and perform ſuch ſervices fdr them as they may ſtand in 


need of. Parents have a great deal of care and trouble 


with their children, and conſequently children ſhould 
eleem, love, and obey them in the Lord, for that is good 
and acceptable before God. [1 Tim. 5. 4.] When our 
Lord was ſpeaking on this ſubject, he ſaid, “ Him that 
curſeth father or mother, let him die the death.” | Matt. 
15. 4] and in the old teſtament it is ſaid, © The eye 
oi him that mocketh his father, and deſpiſeth to obey his 
mother, the ravens ot the valley ſhall pick it out and the 
young eagles ſhall eat it.” [Prov. go. 17.] The will 
of the parents 1s a law to the children, till they have un- 


| derſtanding to think, act, and judge for themſelves. The 


apoſtle when writing on another ſubject informs us, that 
the heir as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from 
a ſervant tho” he be Lord of all, but is under tutors and 
governors until the time appointed by the father. But we 
Ihould be very careful not to command our children to 
do any thing that is unreaſonable, unjuſt, or above their 
capacity or ability to perform ; and when we do command 
we ſho n inſiſt upon obedience and perſiſt in it till we 
have gained our point. I acknowledge it will require 
much wiſdom, patience, and fortitude of mind; but if we 
would be either obeyed, reſpected, or loved, we muſt, by 
ll the kindneſs, gentleneſs, and firmneſs we are poſſeſſed 
vt, maniteſt our determination to conquer them. But we 
mould be well acquainted wich the different diſpoſitions 
of our children, and treat them accordingly. There is a 
great difference in the diſpoſitions of children: ſome are 

mild 
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mild and 1 8 ible, Winle others are ſtubborn and per 
Verie, nent we n thould be as firm as a rock, 2 
Wile as ferpents, and barmieſs as doves. It ſome perſon 
fall in an error by being raſh and ſevere, others equally 
err through indolence, or a ſinful eaſineſs of temper; they 
go no further in refiratuing their children from evil than 
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Old Eli did, when he ſaid gently, * Nay, my ſons, the corre 
report I "ER of you is not good.” The di fliculty of Wo: rete 
acting right is well epreſled in the following lines: goodl | [ 
ſhould 
arlve, 


6 The oppoſite extremes I ſce 
& Remillneſ(s and ſeverity 
+ And know not how to ſhin 
The. pcecipice on either hand 
& While in the narrow pain I ſtand, 
& And dread to venture on.“ 
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Parents ought alſo to be very careful not to oppoſe each 
other, as thouſands of children have been ruined by this 
mean. If they cannot think exactly alike, they ſhould 
forbear ſaying any thing in the preſence of their children, 
and ſhould lettle thole matters when they are alone, 
Huſbands and wives ought frequently to converſe with 
each other on the ſubject of educating their children, that 


they may have one deſign, one judgment, and one method * 
of treating them. If this be neglected all their labour MW" © 
will be in vain. We ſhall find it a difficult matter, when ul 
our children are ſtubborn and perverſe, to correct chem = 


without anger; but let us in this imitate the old heathen, 
who uled to ſay, I would beat my fon, but I am angry. 

If we give place to wrath, we ſhall do more harm than 
good. Parents cor recting their children when they are in 
a violent paſſion, is as abſurd as if the devil fhould ftrive 
to caſt out the devil. We muſt poſleſs ſelf.government, 
or our children will never obey us as they ought. If we 
ſtamp and ſtorm, we may frighten them, but we ſhall loſe * 
their affections and eſteem, and they will ſerve us only as 
5 eye- ſervants, 
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we-lcrvants, and not from conviction, or from principles 
of duty, love, and gratitude. Let us imitate the Deity ! 
re what wiſdom he manifeſts, what patience he exerciſes, 
and what methods he makes uſe of to ſave, not deſtroy a 
ebellious world. Children oftener want inſtruction than 
correftion. Ignorance, dullnels of perception, and want 
of retention, are incident to many. Let us imitate the 
rod ſhepherd, who ſeeks the ſtrayed ſheep, lays it on his 
houlders, and carries it to the fold rejoicing, but does not 
drive, beat, and worry it, to make it take heed how it 
wanders again. 

5. We ſhould bring up our children to reverence 
the Lord's day. If we ſuffer our children to ſpend their 
abbaths in idleneſs, in roving in the fields, in vain 
company and converſation, we are breaking an expreſs 
eemmand of heaven. The Lord has appointed one day 
ch in ſeven to be kept holy; and this day ſhould be ſpent in 
nis reading, prayer, meditation, and inſtructing our children, 


14 Ns well as taking them with us to ſome place of worſhip. 1 
n, Remember the ſabbath day to keep it holy“ was pub⸗ 


e. lihed from the burning mountain, when thunders, light- 
h nngs, and the ſound of a trumpet waxed louder and louder. 
at Then the Lord ſpoke and faid, Six days ſhalt thou 
4 labour and do all that thou haſt to do, but the ſeventh day 
ir W's the ſabbath of the Lord thy God, in it thou ſhalt not do 
5 any work; thou nor thy ſon nor thy daughter, thy man- 
1 ſervant nor thy maid-ſervant, nor thy cattle, nor the 
„ anger that is within thy gates, for in ſix days the Lord 


I nade heaven and earth, and reſted the ſeventh day, where- 
E lore the Lord bleſſed the ſeventh day, and hallowed it.” 
a1 Thouſands of perſons are brought to an untimely end by 
0 breaking the ſabbath. It leads to bad company, to ſteal, 
b todrunkenneſs, and to all Kinds of wickedneſs. Thoſe of you 


Wno have read the confeſſions of thoſe unhappy men who 
ave been executed at Newgate, are informed that diſ- 


PPedience to parents and ſabbath-breaking were the fins 
ach led them to the commiſſion of thoſe crimes which 


brought 
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polluting it; and keepeth his hand from doing any evil, 
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12 
bronght them to their ſhametul and untimely end, co 
ſequently we ſhould be very ſtrict ourſelves in the o 
lervance of the ſabbath, as well as very ſtrict with ou 
children, and all under our care. Some families {lee 
away the ſabbath day, or ſpend it in ſettling their hooks 

or in giving orders about buſineſs; others in feaſting, 0 
idle viſits, vain converſation about politics, or traducingth 
Characters of individuals, which practices are as heinou 
in the ſight of God, and as prejudicial to the ſalvation o 
the foul, as the more open violation of the comman 
The promiſes of God are not made to perſons of thi 
deſcription, but to them *© who turn away their foot fron 
doing their pleaſure on his holy day, calling the fabbath 
delight, the holy of the Lord; honourable, who konon 
him, not-doing their own ways, nor purſuing their ow 
pleaſure, nor {peaking their own words: they {hall deligtt 
themſelves in the Lord; and he will cauſe them to rid 
on the high places of the earth, and feed them wich the 
beritage of Jacob their father. [Iſaiah 58. 13, 14 
* HBleſſed is the man that doeth this, and the ſon of mz 
that layeth hold on it; that keepeth my ſabbath from 


Iſaiah 56. 2.]. © Hallow my ſabbaths, and they fhal 
be a ſign between me and you, that ye may know that] 
am the Lord your God. [Ezek. 20. 20. | Thek 
promiſes ſhould ſtimulate us to lay aſide worldly thougits 
and worldly buſineſs, with worldly converſation on tlie 
ſabbath-day ; as well as animate us to run gyith: patience 
and comfort the race of duty which is ſet before us. | 
we poſſeſs one grain of religion we ſhall, I am perſuaded, 
reverence the ſabbath, ſince it is natural for thoſe who love 
God, to keep his commandments. A few verſes which 
J compoſed ſome Weeks ſince for the children of tht 
Sunday ſchool, may not be improper for ſome of ov! 
children to learn ,.- * 3 


O God: 
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Chriſt we will love for his own ſake, 


| No more with wicked childre en join, 


Our hearts inſpire, O thou moſt Might 


4.4 
5 # <4 
4 
4 "= 
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u i f » : 3 
Cod! thy bleſſing we implore, a 
Help us to watch and pray; 7 

Then ſhalt we thy great name adore, 


Ang Keep the ſabbach-day. 


11. 
No more thy ſtatutes we will break, 
Nor with bad children ſtay; 


And keep che ſabbath-day. 
ELK»: 


To ſwear, and fleal, and pl ay; 
But we will read che word divine, 
And keep che ſabbath day. 


N 
Our youthful years ſhall all be LY 
In wiſdom's pleaſant way; 
While we our hearts to God 
On this bleſt ſabbatb-day, 


Help us thy name to glorify, 


Let grace now have the ſway 


To keep the N 


No more in 1 au well join, 2 
But with God's people pray; Bs * 


And turn our thoughts to things divine 
On this bleſt ſabbath: day. 


vi. "0 


No more our minds ſhall 7 i 
Wich what vain children fay; 9 

But we will worſhip thee, O God! N 
And keep the ſabbath- dag. 
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6. We ſhould train up our children! in the principles 

F of induſtry. I need not ſay much on this part of the 

| ſubſe, as many of them are confined in factories before 
they are ſeven years of age. I do not mean that we ſhould 


9 
drive them to labour as horſes are driven to theirs ; but 


that we ſhould inform them God has appointed mankind 


to get their bread by the {weat of their brow ; that an 
| apoſtle exhorts us to be di! ligent in buſineſs; that idleneſs 
is one of the worſt of fins, as it leads to all ers; that it 
15 no dilgrace to have an honeſt calling, for it is only 
proud, ignorant perſons who deſpiſe ſuch as labour for 


their bread; that if they do not work, they do not deſerve 


to eat: and that many, by yielding to a ſlothful diſpoſition, 
have not only been brought to beggary and diſgrace, but 
to an untimely end. 
7. We ſhould train up our children in principles 
olf ceconomy. I do not mean that we ſhould teach them 
to be covetous, but that induſtry and ceconomy are eſſen- 
E tially neceſſary to their living honeſtly in the world. 
| Economy implies that they make the beſt uſe of what 
© they have. Some children (and it would be well if there 
were no parents of the {ame deſcription) ſpend what little 
$ they have in gaming, fooliſh ſports, and wicked paſtimes, 
or iu making an appearance above what their circumſtances 
vill admit of, ſo that when they come to have affliction oi 
Adiſiculttes in buſineſs, they are immediately plunged into 
the depths of diſtreſs. 
| 8. We ſhould train up our children in the principles 
of humanity. Some children take delight in torturing 
animals and inſects, which never did, nor ever would 
barm them. But ſuch practices ſhould be correfed 
in time, and we ſhould firive to infufe into their minds 
ſentiments of tenderneſs, and ſympathy for all the crea- 
tures God has made. If they are ſuffered once to imbibe 
ba principle of cruelty, a thouſand to one but it will 
grow up with them, and accompany them in their riper 


1 


Ly cars into the different families where they may reſide. 


we * 
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The ſcriptures inform us that a merciful man is mercifolf ! 
even to his bealt ; how much more then to his fellows þ 
creatures! 

0. We ſhould keep our children as much as we can 
from bad company. I am certain we ſhould be very 

rela to keep them from aſſociating with any who had 
got the Plag zue, leſt their bodies ſhould be contaminated; 
it fo, ought we not to be more careful to keep them fron 
thoſe w hike minds are debauched, and whole morals are 


corrupted ; and whoſe converſation is as diametrically } 


oppoſite to religion, as light is to darknels, or as heaven 1 is 
to hell. It is a well known maxim of St. Paul, „Evil 
communications corrupt good manners,“ and Iſaiah ſays, 
the deſtruttion of the tranſgreſſors and of ſinners ſhall be 
together, and they that forſake the Lord ſhall be con- 
lumed,” [Iſa. 1. 28.] Solomon ſays, © a companion 
of fools ſhall be deſtroyed.” | Prov. 13. 20.] We cannot 
expect them to behave with reſpe& to their ſuperiors, 
equals, or inferiors; or to poſſeſs any principles of 


generoſity, if they are permitted to aſſociate with un- 3 


principled and wicked children. 

10. I would laſtly obſerve that we ought to train u 
our children in the worſhip of God. The ſcriptures 
lould be read in our families morning and evening; and 
fervent prayers offered at thoſe ſeaſons to God for his 
veſling How can we underſtand our duty, dangers, or 
privileges; or how can our children, or thoſe under our 
care, underſtand theirs, if the {criptures are not read in our 
miles; - how can we expect power to perform that 
which is "ads: without prayer to God for it. We should 
likewiſe exhort them to pray in private, at the fame time.” 
2g ming them, that their prayers ſhould conſiſt of con- 

teſſion, petition, interceſſion, and thankſgiving, the nature 
of winch we ought to explain to them, remembering at the 
lame time, that all our endeavours to train up our chiliirex 
in the way wherein they ſhould go, will never eſſentially 
benefit them without the bleſſing of God. Fathers may 

plant, 
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plant, and mothers water, but it is God, and God alone, 
that giveth the increaſe. 

II. We ſhall conſider the advantages which will ariſe 
from thus training up children in the way wherein they 
ſhould go. | 2 

1. Solomon ſays, * A wiſe ſon maketh a glad father.” 
[Prov. 10. 1.] It will therefore redound to the happi- 
neſs and comfort of parents, if they are ſo bleſſed as to 
train up their children aright. Beſides the ſecret ſatisfac- 
tion reſulting from the conſciouſneſs of having diſcharged 
a known duty, there will be the pleaſing view of a well. 
educated and well-governed family, growing up 1n the 
practice of religion and virtue. The eſteem and tenderneſs 
luch children will poſſeſs for their parents will be evi- 
denced by continual efforts to promote their welfare and 
ſatisfaction. Their conduct at home will help to leſſen 
the weight of care, or relieve the anxieties of buſineſs; 
and abroad they will be the ſupporters of their parents 
name and character. Their prudence, their diligence, 
their induſtry, will add even to their temporal intereſts, 
and much more will they aid their better concerns, while 
they join with them in religious exerciſes, and in religious 
converſation : Nor can it be ſuppoſed that the earneſt 
prayers of ſuch children will be unanſwered. While 
they are ſincerely thanking God for a religious education, 
and fervently praying for bleiſings on the heads of their 
honoured parents, the divine benedictions will deſcend, 
and they will derive immediately the reward of all their 
pious and unremitting care. Should worldly profpetts 
frown, as age and diſeaſe approach, their children will 
double their exertions to ſmooth their declining years, 
and make them a comfortable retreat in the lateſt ſtage of 
life; thus ſtriving by every mean in their power according 
to the apoſtolic injunction | 1 Tim. 5. 4 |] © to requte 
their parents, and cauſing their grey hairs to deſcend with | 
peace and credit to the grave, 


Ho 
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How different is the ſituation of thaſe parents Who have 
negletted the important duty we have been ſtriving to 
meulcate: they ſuffer their own puniſhment in the early 
rices of a diſobedient and unprincipled offspring. As 
theſe grow up, habits of wickedneſs grow ſtronger; their 
unſubdued wills become more headſtrong; and if they 
have it not in their power by fair means to obtain ſupplies 
ok money to ſupport their extravagancies, they do not 
ſcruple to ſteal the property of their parents, ſecretly 
defrauding them of what they poſſeſs, till ſometimes they 
bring them even to want, while untimely diſeaſe, the 
conſequence of their juvenile intemperance, brings them 
t) a dreadful end: according to the ſcripture prediction 
the wicked ſhall not live out half their days“ or 
perhaps they linger out a hated and hateful life, in 
poverty, ſhame, and ſickneſs the difgrace of their family; 
the reproach of their parents, and a living nuiſance to all 
mankind. What ſecret ſtings, what ſelf reproach mult 
fi the breaſts of thoſe unhappy parents who are thus the 
vittims of their own folly and . negligence ; and ſhould 
they be witneſſes to the miſerable end of their wicked 
children, what an aggravation of their unhappineſs muſt 
i be to reflect that, in all probability, their children are 
in everlaſting miſery, thro' the want of that inſtruttion 
which they ought to have given them—curſing the day 
hey were born, and pouring execrations on the heads of 
ole whom they ought to have been bleſſing. —Surely if 
were were no other motive to ſtimulate parents to the 
practice of their duty, the conſideration of their own 
comfort might be a ſufficient one. | 

. Children alſo will themſelves reap material advantage 
hom a pious and well regulated education. By nature 
taey are ſinful and depraved, they poſſeſs paſhons which 
in themſelves tend to conſtitute the poſſeſſor miſerable. 
Now it is the buſineſs of education to concur with the 
delign of redeeming love in bringing them out of this 
unhappy ſtate and recovering them from the ruins of the 


fall. 
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fall. And 6 the principles of ill, have time 10 


ſtrengthen themſelves, the judicious parent by the bleſlinf and 
of God on his continual efforts, has nipped them in vl con 
bud. The tranſition then is more gradual and leſs difficult thit 

they imperceptibly imbibe thoſe ſentiments which tend fan 
to harmonize and calm the mind. Duty becomes delight cc 
ful, they feel the ſweetneſs of it in their own breaſts, whilM u 
the approbation of their parents, and the eſteem of thei 1 

friends, bear teſtimony that they are in the right way ; Pe: 

ha' 


By their early prudence and diligence, their ſucceſs, even 
in temporal things, is promoted; their ſteady conduct) 
their filial piety opens a way for the advantages of time! th: 
and they experience the bleflings which God has promiſe 

to thoſe children who honor their father and their mother 


Beſides, early piety is particularly acceptable to the an 
almighty—this is ſignified in the ſacrifices under the law g. 
which were all appointed to be offered young. And wal ar 

find that Joſeph, Samuel, and ſeveral other ſcriptural d 
Characters, eminent for early piety, are held forth with 5 

particular approbation. Moreover in maturer years, the 
families which they may bring up, will derive unknowu e 
good from their influence and inſtruction, this will bel p 

another and a new ſource of delight, nor will they when 
they are old, eaſily depart from the way wherein theyf t 
ſhould go. They will jti!] purſue the delightful ways ol . 
wiſdom which lead to eternal happineſs ; they will thenf 8 
find God to be the ſtrength of their heart though their : 
fleſh and their heart fail, and perbaps they may to all 
eternity bleſs their parents who through divine aflil {tance} N 
74 have been inſtrumental of their ge oy [ting happinel.| t 


are well educated, The riſing gener ation muſt conſt: 820 
the future nation, were theſe duly taught we ſhould no 
longer hear our ſtreets reſound with oaths and curſes, wel 
mould no longer behold ſcenes (which as one expreſſes u, it) 
« ſhame the conſcious eye of truth :” our nights would nf 
longer be diſturbed with the ſong of the drunkard, nor 
| | a 
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our ſabbaths proſtituted to the ſhameful practices of vice ; 
and folly, injuſtice would be baniſhed from trade and 
commerce; good order and integrity would bind all 
things in the chain of concord, virtuous and induſtrious 
families would no more have to mourn over fortune and 


credit ſacrificed to deceit or extravagance. 
would be converted into houſes of commerce, our courts 
of juſtice into places of worſhip ; * Our othcers would be 
peace and our exactors righteouſneſs.” The land would 


| have ſteady and proſperous Inhabitants, our beloved Kin 


loyal and dutiful ſubjeRts, and let me add, our God a people 


that would know, fear, love, and ſerve him. 


4. Everlaſting conſolation we may reaſonably hope 
Parents experience inexpreſſible care 
and trouble with children, and have need of every con- 
Fatigue and 
anxicty, pain and labour accompany the diſcharge of all i 
their duties to them from the earlieſt period of their 


will ariſe from it. 


ſideration to encourage and ſupport them. 


ex:iflence; the labour of the mind encreaſes with the 


growth of the child, and there needs continually fome 
cheering conſideration, ſome pleaſing hope to ſtimulate a 


parent in his arduous taſk. 


His own comfort and that of his children, together with | 


the advantage which ſociety may derive from his labours, 
are all ſtrong motives, and hold out a proſpett highly 

ncouraging; yet were thele all, perhaps his ardour might 
abate —he might leſſen his aſſiduity, theſe, he might ſay to 
iimſelf, are but advantages of a temporary nature—we 
muſt ſoon die—our chiidren muſt alſo in a few years ceaſe 


to be ſeen here—this and the ſucceeding generations muſt 


aiſo ſoon be no more —ot what avail then is all this labour 


Our priſons Þ 


| 4 


„ 


fi 
* 


* 


and toil for ſo many years, when the probable advantages 


muſt ſo ſoon drop to nothing 


that he has an immortal ſpirit that his children alſo 
have immortal ſpirits that they only begin to exiſt in 
this world, and that in the next they muſt live for ever 
—cternally happy or miſerable, -much depends on his 


aſſiduit y 


but no—he remembers. 


"IH ” 
8 


1 


2 
* 


of God on his prayers and admonitions, diſcipline and? 


the right hand of God; with what celeſtial rapture will he 2 


"ſees the travail of his ſoul accompliſhed ; he no longer 4 
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aſſiduity to promote the former—what a tranſcendent J 
conſideration then 1s it for him, that through the blefling| EZ 


inſtruction, he may one day meet his beloved offspring at I 


appear in the divine preſence, ſaying, Here Lord I am, 
and the children which thou haſt given me” now he 


remembers the pain and labour which attended the 1 e 
buſineſs of education the end is anſwered it is enough, 20 
and he rejoices that both he and they were ever born— | b f 
he ſees himſelf the happy inſtrument of bringing into Þ 85 
exiſtence, ſouls Who are everlaſtingly bleſſed holy, Fa 
happy ſpirits, who are eternally ſecured in full felicity Þ = | 
through the Redeemer whoſe favour and intereſt he taught Þ Be 
them to ſecure—nor can we ſuppoſe, that they will loſe 5 
the ſenſe of that love and gratitude to their pious parents 5 J 
Which filled their breaſt, while on earth theſe felt ſevere 5 = 
pangs in the parting below, but in that bleſſed meeting 3 oY 
above, they will be enlarged, refined, and exalted to a 1 6 
degree which mortals cannot conceive, while parents and Y 
children together exult in the ſeraphic {train of redeemed SY 
' fouls ; unto him that loved us and waſhed us from our uns 
in his own blood be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 2 
6 Thrice happy meeting! | 
& Nor tune nor death ſhall e'er divide them more!“ 
From the whole may clearly be interred, | - 
1ſt. That education is a very difficult work. 
2d. That it is a very important one. , 
It highly behoves parents to take every ſtep which may | 
render this diffcult work pratticable ; you ought to unite - 


your prayers very often to the mercy-ſeat for wiſdem, 
ſtrength, and direction; it is as we before obſerved, the 
divine bleſſing alone which can ſtamp ſucceſs on all your 


endeavours: 
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* endeavours: you ought alſo to be of one heart and one 
WJ nind ; frequently join your counſels; converſe freely 
EA vith each other on the ſubject when you are by your- 
SW elves; ſtrive to meet each other's views, to underſtand 
each other's motives, to act if poſſible upon the ſame plan 
but at the peri] of your children's welfare-—do not 
9 oppoſe each other in their preſence. If you ſhould have 
dhſlerent views, either be filent in the preſence of your 


children, or let the party not immediately engaged, with- 
draw neither act d:fferently to them in the abſence of 


each other—but having rightly. underſtood each other, 


proceed on the ſame plan with them, whether you are 
together or ſeparate: in this labour of love, this work of 
the Lord, „ be ye ſteadfaſt and immoveable, always 
bounding, foraſmuch as your labour will not be in vain 
in the Lord.” Be careful alſo to join to your prayers 
and counſels with each other, ſuch an example betore 
your children as they may ſafely follow; let them ſee 
nothing in your conduct, hear nothing in your con- 
verſation which may become a reproach to you, or an 

obltacle to your ſucceſs with them. — Be not gloomy, 
ſour and dogmatical, when you would enforce upon 
them the neceſſity of religious practices; if correction be 


neceſſary let them not ſee you influenced by paſſion or 


reſentment ; when you would inſtruct them, be not vain 
and fooliſh, light or trifling, but 


„Watch each pauſe, reprove each dull delay, 
„ Allure to brighter worlds and lead the way. 


ſo that they, ſeeing your good works, may the more eaſily *] 
be led to glorify their father who is in heaven. | 
As it is not only d:fficult, but alſo important, ſee that you 
neglect it not upon any pretence. Let not buſineſs be 
conſidered as a more momentous concern; let not com- 
pany interfere with it; if you have but little time to ſpare 
trom trade or other needtul avocations, do not waſte it 
abroad in idle chit-chat, when you ought to be at home 
Cs watching 


— 
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Watching over the fouls committed to your care. Remem. 
& ber it 1s not a concern you can take up or lay down at 
pleaſure; it is not the butineſs of a day only, 1t calls for 
much and unwearicd application, for long and diligent 
attention, and unleſs your exertions are invariably con- 
tinued, the neglect of one day may undo the labour of a 
whole week, yea, of a whole month. Here let me remark 
on the cale of thoſe fathers who are unavoidably detained 
all the week from home, how highly improper it is in 
them to give the Whole ſabbath to public exerciſes, with— 
out allowing a ſingle hour for converſation or inſtruction 
at home; would not the intervals of public worſhip be 
well filled up at home, in converling and praying with 
their families? and would not theſe, with their own 
private devotions fill up the day well? I am perſuaded the 
lucceſs would requite the pains, and I would recommend 
it to thoſe who have hitherto adopted a different practice, 
to purſue this: it would ſoon become familiar and delight- 
ful, and you would find a preſent as well as future reward. 
To you who have hitherto neglected this important duty, 
what ſhall I ſay? Let me intreat you no longer to delay : 
begin now, and carneſt}y beg of God to ſhew you the 
extent of your duty, and to empower you to diſcharge it. 
Perhaps you have no: many years to live—perhaps not 
many months—1t may be that a few more weeks, or even 
days, may terminate your {tate of exiflence here. 

| Haſte, haſte then! ſecure the flying moments; begin to 
night to repair your former negligence, let not your dying 
moments be embittered by the painful reflection of your 
t having brought ſouls into exiſtence, which muſt live for 
ever, without ſo much as beſtowing one ſerious thought 
upon them—and may God in great mercy crown your 
every effort with abundant ſucceſs. | 

| You who have long lived in habits of vice—who have 
been leading your offspring the downward road as faſt as 
Satan could draw you along—who have filled their ears 
with obſcenity,” fooliſh ſongs, oaths and curſes ; adding, 


- perhaps, 


erh. 


earth 
with 
may 
turn 
gi ) 
thro 
Wh! 
the! 
mil 


23 


perhaps, fighting, drinking, and leading the lite of hell on 
arth—oh ! what ſhall I ſay to you! if divine mercy has 
withheld the blow due to your enormities, it is that you 

may have time for repentance, that you may yourſelves - 
urn to God, and teach your offspring to turn allo— 

of you, their ſouls will be required: if they are loſt 

through your ſin—their damnation will he at your door 

while you blow the flames of hell together you will hear 

their curſes and reproaches, and will encreaſe each other's 
miſery to all eternity.—You cannot plead 1gnorance— 
you have had your. duty (though it may but be imperfectly) 

rointed out to you, and if you do not take thefe well 
meant admonitions, the ſin will lie at your own door.— 
If you have any feeling, it you are not loſt to all ſenſe of 
humanity, if you have the ſmalleſt ſpark of love for your 
children, or the leaſt ſenſe of fear to God, or dread of 
hell, I beſeech you to turn—to think ſeriouſly ! and pray 
earneſtly for converſion, that you may be enabled to 
perform the part of parents henceforward, and no longer 
poſt yourſelves to damnation, or lead your children the 


| downward road. Ye pious parents, who from a ſenſe of 
love to God, as well as affettion to your children, have 


been daily watching for their good, and conſcientiouſly 
acting your part to them; you may perhaps already fee 
the fruit of your united endeavours—your children may 
even already ** riſe up and call you blefſed''—1t not, be 
not diſcouraged, go on in the path of duty—your judgment 
is with the Lord, and your reward with your God, 
though in this ſenſe you may as yet * ſow in tears,” the 
time is coming when you ſhall “ reap in joy.“ — 
Your prayers and tears, your inſtructions and reproofs, 
your pious walk and upright converſation will not fall to 
the ground; ſtill continue to pour out your ſouls to God 
in their behalf, and your father who ſeeth in ſecret will 


reward you openly. 


May the univerſal Parent, the Giver of all good, bleſs. 
the few hints which have been dropt on this ſubject, ſo _ 
that 
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„that the bread which is now caſt upon the waters maß 
| found after many days; and may he grant that preal 
and people may meet at his right hand, through the 3 
ſufficiency of our adorable Redeemer! Amen and Ame 


* 
* 
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THE END. 
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